
































 

 

 
July 16, 2018  
 
 
  
Department of Transportation 
Attn: Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
  
 
RE: Support for SARTA’s proposal for a Midwest States Alternative Fuel Corridor 
  
Dear Secretary Chao, 
  
The Ohio Oil & Gas Association is pleased to support the Stark Area Regional Transit 
Authority (SARTA) in its application to the US Department of Transportation (DOT) for 
funding to assist with regional planning efforts related to the Midwest States Alternative 
Fuel Corridor.  
  
To complete this high-profile project, SARTA has assembled a project team that includes 
a broad range of stakeholders, including private businesses, transportation agencies, 
nonprofits, and universities. Prominent partners include Loves Travel Stops, the Ohio 
Fuel Cell Coalition, Cleveland State University, DriveOhio, and CALSTART—a 
member-supported organization of more than 190 firms, fleets, and agencies worldwide 
dedicated to supporting the growth of the high-tech, clean transportation industry. 
  
When complete, this plan will provide an actionable roadmap to the creation of a series of 
alternative-fuel transportation corridors in Ohio and southern Michigan. These corridors 
will be capable of supporting local, regional, and interregional travel by electric vehicles 
(EV), fuel cell electric vehicles (FCEV), and compressed natural gas (CNG) automobiles, 
trucks, and buses.  
  
At the backbone of this planning effort is participation by Love’s Travel Stops, a 
privately-owned chain of more than 450 truck stop and convenience stores located along 
rural and urban highways in 41 states. During this project, Love’s—with support from its 
family member company Trillium CNG, a renewable energy station design, construction 
engineering, and operational services firm—will finalize planning activities for 
approximately one dozen truck stops in its network where it intends to deploy—assuming 
commercial viability is demonstrated during planning—a mix of alternative fuel refueling 
and recharging technologies. Other potential hosts for such equipment will also 
participate in similar planning activities at their own locations. 
  
 



 

 

 
 
Critically, the project will also support future opportunities to integrate a variety of 
intelligent transportation systems (ITS), including sensor networks, vehicle platooning, 
and autonomous vehicles. 
  
At the end of the project, Love’s and other site hosts will stand ready to move quickly out 
of the proposed planning activities and into actual implementation of the developed 
alternative fuel corridor plan. The goal? Putting steel into ground by the early 2020s—
well in advance of the September 30, 2025 deadline for expending FY2018 BUILD 
funds. In essence, this means that for the cost of a relatively affordable planning grant, 
DOT could see actual infrastructure in the ground on a timeline that is very competitive 
with applicants for capital grants under this solicitation. 
  
By addressing one of the most significant barriers to the widespread use of low- and zero-
emissions vehicles—range anxiety—the proposed corridors will also help accelerate the 
adoption of these vehicles. This, in turn, will support new jobs and economic 
development in the region’s rapidly growing clean transportation economy, while 
providing significant air quality benefits, particularly in the many rural areas impacted by 
the corridors, which will crisscross Ohio and Michigan. Greater adoption will, in turn, 
support the region’s growth into a dominant player in the zero-emissions industry, adding 
thousands of new high-paying jobs to the region over the next 15 years. 
  
We strongly believe in the proposed project and its potential to foster a safe 
transportation system, create long-term economic opportunities, reduce dependence on 
foreign oil, avoid adverse environmental impacts, and leverage private capital—all 
explicit DOT goals. Please give it every consideration in the review process. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
	
Matthew	Hammond	
Executive	Vice	President	
Ohio Oil & Gas Association 
88 East Broad Street, Suite 1400 
Columbus, Ohio  43215 
614-824-3901 
hammond@ooga.org 
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